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 First things first.  Pray.  Apostles were a first century phenomenon.  Writing Prophets 
were an earlier phenomenon still.  We do not have writing Apostles and Prophets today.  So our 
Writings, or Scripture, or Bible is fixed.  We have a fixed and not a continuing canon.  The canon 
of Writings of Scripture was fixed in the first century AD.  Therefore, the biblical books we have 
today, the Law and Prophets and Gospels and Epistles, correlate the faith once for all delivered to 
the saints (Jude 3).  The first thing along with prayer is that we have reliable Scriptures.   
 
 Since we have reliable Scriptures, we as professing Christian believers, can and should 
study the Scriptures to show ourselves approved—good workmen—rightly handling the word of 
truth (2 Timothy 2:15).  Were we to handle rightly 1 Timothy 2:1-4, we would include prayer for 
elected officials in Sunday worship gatherings.   

 It might seem strange for the Apostle Paul to write an admonition for the assembled 
church to pray in this way.  After all, Paul was urging the congregation at Ephesus to pray for the 
governing officials that would one day have Paul’s head.  But this was no matter.  For the rightly 
handling the word of truth, we pray for cities here in light of the City there.  We are praying for 
their souls hoping all people will be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth (1 Timothy 
2:4).  And we please God by praying for elected officials in this way—strange as it sounds.   

 It’s easy for a Christian to get crossway with governing authorities.  Politics is not 
religion and religion is not politics.  Efforts to merge the two into happy harmony inevitably end 
in disarray and heresy.  The government is not God-ruled but people-ruled.  The church is God-
ruled by its people’s purposeful adherence to the precepts of God’s word.  America is a great 
outcome of the Protestant Reformation precisely because of separation of church and state.  They 
saw the ills of government ran churches in England and other places.  And when you merge 
funding, what you sacrifice for efficiency pales to what you give in sufficiency.  The sufficiency 
of Scripture is sacrificed at the altar of political expediency.  We believe in separation but not 
viciously.  Separation with accommodation is needed.    The church is never a pawn of governing 
authorities or vice versa.  The church represents a moral authority, corrective, a grace if you will, 
for the governing authorities.  The church is a major societal institution—like government, 
family, and business.  And when church isn’t accommodated by the state, when statecraft takes 
the day, we are all for the poorer.  It is easy to understand how Christians can get crossway with 
governing authorities.   
 
 But this acknowledgement does not absolve us of the tension.  We are to “pray” for those 
in high positions.   It’s hard to hate someone you pray for.  As Christians, we pray for our 
enemies.  We pray for those that persecute us.  In a representative republic, precisely for the 
reasons mentioned, this does not reduce Christians to doormats.  We are to stand our intellectual 
ground.  But we are to do so winsomely, prayerfully, hopefully.  If we are to represent God, as 
we sojourn in this world, we must do so in accordance with his Word.  We are to study his 



writings that we need not be ashamed; that we be good workers rightly handling truth.  The 
tension we feel is that even as we demolish false pretenses of politicians, we do so praying they 
will repent and believe the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Even as we acknowledge the law as teacher 
and work for good law, we pray for dissenters.  It worked with the barbarians as they sacked 
European Christians, it worked before that in Rome, and surprising peoples in rulership were 
won to faith through steadfast Christian witness.  We pray for our politicians without politicking 
our prayers.  This is our tension.    

 1 Timothy 2 gets first things first: prayer.  “First of all, then, I urge supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings and all who are in high 
positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way.  This is 
good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all people to be saved and to 
come to the knowledge of the truth” (vv1-4).   
 
 Having problems with peace and quiet in your life?  Perhaps you’ve failed to pray.  
Church lacking peace and quiet?  Perhaps you’ve neglected prayer for those in positional 
authority.  Perhaps, somewhat by attrition and accident, authority has become you’re enemy.  
And Scripture just doesn’t allow for it.  The Scriptures know nothing of blind allegiance and 
nothing of anarchy in the church/state relationship.  God is pleased when we pray for unsaved 
politicians.  And God is pleased when we pray for and support elected officials who vote their 
Christian conscience.  We are not guaranteed peace and quiet if we pray for officials.  But we are 
guaranteed not to have it if we don’t!   

 We were challenged by the ministry of Matthew Barnes of Capitol Commission (look this 
up!), Indiana, to hold up our elected officials in prayer.   I hope you will remember prayer as a 
powerful and effective tool (James 5:16).  Authority is less our enemy when God’s people pray.  
Pray that we may have salvation, peace, and quiet.  I hope God’s people will keep first things 
first and pray for those in authority over us.   
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